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Program Notes 
 
 The material for this piece comes from a trove of sketches 
on a single theme I created during the summer of 2017, while 
working a menial labor job to tide me over until my graduate 
stipend started up again. The gloom of the opening section 
reflects the hopelessness I sometimes feel when I think about how 
uncertain my future as a composer is. I start to feel that no effort 
could possibly be enough to compete with peers who have 
seemingly endless resources. But that’s no way to write a piece, 
and the sketch stagnated until I settled on the piccolo as the 
protagonist of this work. The piccolo’s arrival is like a beam of 
light that pierces the gloom, heralding something greater, an 
immense abundance that lies within, an endless source of energy: 
the creative spirit. This spirit transforms the sublime melancholy 
into something expressive, multifaceted, and at times wild. The 
opening theme returns at the very end, finally stated by the 
piccolo, as a question: where will this unceasing spirit lead? 
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